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Nature Conservancy Saves 
95-Foot Buttermilk Falls 


A milky, 95-foot waterfall in a near- 
wilderness area two miles south of 
Terryville in the Town of Plymouth, 
between Waterbury and Bristol may be 
saved in its natural state for all time if the 
Cooperative efforts of the Connecticut 
Chapter, The Nature Conservancy, and a 
committee of local conservationists bear 
fruit. 


Buttermilk Falls, as it is called, starts 


stig we 8 


as a series of cascades from a brook which 
originates in what was known as Indian 
Heaven. Legend says that hunting parties 
of redskins used it as a camp ground. In 
spring the brook thunders through a rocky 
gorge during thaws. 

After an inspection early in July by 
Chairman G. William De. Sousa, the 
Connecticut Chapter has undertaken to 
Please turn to Page Two. 


The Annual Meeting of members of the 
Connecticut Chapter of The Nature 
Conservancy will be held at 11 a.m. 
Saturday, Ociober 24, 1970, at the 
University of Connecticut Bartlett Ar- 
boretum, 151 Brookdale Road, Stamford. 


The Chapter Chairman will report on 
Chapter activities, officers and trustees 
for the coming year will be elected and 
other Chapter business conducted. ‘Plans 
are being made to have an officer of the 
Conservancy National Office speak to the 
meeting. 


The membership will be asked to vote 


on proposed changes to the Chapter By- 
Laws. The changes result from the growth 
of the Chapter and are in the interest of 
more effective organization and 
procedures. The following are the 
proposed revisions: 


1. Increase the number of members who 
may make written request for a special 
membership meeting from 10 to 25. 

2. Increase the number of members 
constituting a quorum at a membership 
meeting to 25 members instead of the 
lesser of 10 members or 10 percent of the 
membership. 

3. Increase the membership of the 
Board of Trustees from not less than 3 or 
more than 9, to not less than 9 or more 
than 12. 

4. In addition to six elected Trustees 
serving 3-year terms, the elected officers 
of chairman, vice chairman, treasurer 
and secretary will serve as regular 
members of the Board as will the two 
immediate past chairmen. 

5. A quorum of the Board of Trustees 
will consist of 50 percent of the members 
of the Board instead of 5 members. 

6. The Chapter chairman and vice 
chairman shall be limited to not more 
than two successive full one year terms. 

7. The treasurer or the chairman shall 
sign all receipts, vouchers and all checks 
of the Chapter, rather than the treasurer 
and the chairman or vice chairman. 


A bring-your-own-box lunch (coffee will 
be provided) will follow the meeting. After 
lunch there will be a tour of the Ar- 
boretum. Members will find this very 
interesting. Many exotic species of plants 
and trees as well as a natural area ana 
Swamp will be observed. 


To reach the Arboretum proceed north 
from Exit 35 of the Merritt Parkway on 
Route 137 (High Ridge Road) for ap- 
proximately one and one-half miles to 
Brookdale Road on the left. Follow Brook- 
dale Road to University of Connecticut 
Arboretum entrance on the right. Signs 
indicate the way to the parking area. 


With white cascade of Buttermilk Falls as backdrop, G. William De Sousa, Chapter 
Chairman, (left) examines map of 12.6-acre area including the 95-foot falls with Mr. Robert 
Tolles of Terryville. The Nature Conservancy has borrowed money to purchase the 
property. A committee of local people headed by Mr. Tolles is raising funds to pay for it. 


The Arboretum is a 62-acre woodland 
tract whose unusual trees and shrubs 
were collected by the late Dr. Francis 
Bartlett. 
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Greenwich Conservancy Project Making Progress 


A project committee headed by 
Emerson Stone of Greenwich is raising 
funds for the purchase of a five-acre- 
wooded tract on Riversville Road in 
Greenwich. 

The property’s cost is $40,000 and fund 
raising has been in progress since early 
June. 

A recent gift matched all contributions 
made to date and brought the project 
within $16,000 of its goal. The donor of the 
matching gift has indicated that all future 
contributions will also be matched until 
the goal has been reached. This means 
that $8,000 in additional gifts will complete 
the project. 

Contributions, which are tax deductible 
Should be made payable to The Nature 
Conservancy and marked for the 


“Riversville Road 5 acres.’’ Checks 
should be mailed to The Nature Con- 
servancy, 151 Brookdale Road, Stamford, 
06903 


The Riversville Road land lies between 
two pieces of land owned by the National 
Audubon Society. The Conservancy plans 
to allow the Audubon Society to ad- 
minister the preserve and extend its 
nature trails through this very interesting 
five acres. 

It includes two rock ledges with great 
glacial boulders, one of the largest tulip 
trees we have ever seen as well as beech 
and oak trees. Between the two ridges is a 
bog which drains into the Byram River, 
where The Conservancy has a preserve. 
Jack-in-the pulpits, myriads of Indian 
Pipes and a great variety of wild flowers 
flourish there. 


Nature Conservancy Saves 
95-Foot Buttermilk Falls 


From Page One 


help organize a project committee to raise 
funds for purchase of the 12.6-acre But- 
termilk Falls property. 

Running through it is the Mattatuck 
Trail, one of Connecticut’s most important 
hiking paths, joining the Appalachian 
Trail in Mohawk State Forest. The 
Mattatuck follows the stream through the 
Buttermilk Falls property. 
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FALKS 


Buttermilk Falls Location 


BuTTERMILK 


Many tall pine trees grace the property, 
and an abundance of laurel beautifies the 
ground level — one of the finest displays in 
the state. 

Pot holes can be found in solid rock of 
the stream bed, dug by whirling boulders, 
worn smooth and round. Only a few stones 
remain of the foundations of a saw mill, 
which once stood near the top of a series of 
waterfalls. Remains of the old dam which 
sent water through a flume to run the mill 
can still be traced. 

Contributions or pledges toward pur- 
chase of this property should be mailed to: 
The Nature Conservancy, c-o Mr. E. 
Philips Heath, Allentown Road, 
Terryville, Conn., 06876. The Nature 
Conservancy borrowed money to pur- 
chase the Falls area. A committee headed 
by Mr. Robert Tolles of Terryville is 
raising funds to pay for it. 


7d Attend Spring 
Members’ Meeting 


Seventy-five members and guests met 
on May 23 in Mystic for our Chapter’s 
Spring membership meeting. 

Chairman Bill De Sousa called the 
meeting to order and reported on current 
‘Chapter projects. 

Dr. Richard Goodwin, chairman of the 
Botany Department of Connecticut 
College, presented a very informative talk 
on the ecology of salt marshes. 

Former Chapter Chairman Charles 
Clark presented a slide program of pic- 
tures taken on a recent trip through the 
southern and _ southwestern States, in 
which he visited many parks, wildlife 
refuges and Conservancy preserves. 

After lunch, walks were conducted on 
the Chapter’s Cottrell Marsh and Pike 
Nature Preserves. 


NORTH 
GREENWICH 


Riversville Road Site 


Powell Chairman 
Of Glastenbury Unit 


Ross C. Powell, Jr., of Hickory Lane, 
South Glastonbury, was elected chairman 
of the Glastonbury Sub-Chapter of the 
Connecticut Chapter, Nature Con- 
s@vancy, at its annual meeting on 
May 17. He will serve during the coming 
year, 

Trustees elected for three-year terms 
were Robert S. Fellows, 180 Boulder 
Circle, and Richard C. Huttinger, 160 
Boulder Circle, both of Glastonbury. 

Officers elected to serve with Mr. 
Powell were H. William Reed, Jr., 163 Tall 
Timbers Road, vice-chairman; Mrs, 
William C. Haggis, 143 Ledgewood Drive, 
treasurer; Mrs. Clyde S. Brooks, 41 
Baldwin Lane, secretary. 


IDSEI$MPIPIRAIRRE RR EELS 
Double Membership 
On State, U. S. Level 


Membership in the Connecticut 
Chapter also makes one a member 
of The Nature Conservancy national 
organization. Requests for mem- 


bership may be sent to the Chapter 
office. 


Annual Member............. $5.00 
Sustaining Member......... $10.00 
Contributing 0,5 $25.00 
SUD DOTURT Gok bei eres $50.00 
Guarantor: (fies oe $100.00 
lafe Menifer: ). 240% $300.00 
SPOUSOL. Mies cag, $500.00 
POUOM: Ciege ys chee $1000.00 
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The Chapter 


Chairman 
Notes That... 


During the past six months The Nature 
Conservancy has received a great deal of 
favorable mention in the press and many 
thousands of acres have been added to 
preserves throughout the country. 

In spite of this fine progress there are 
many people, interested in conservation, 
who have never heard of The Nature 
Conservancy. 

The increased awareness of the need to 
preserve natural areas on the part of 
many people makes them good prospects 
for association with The Conservancy. 

They may be interested in supporting us 
as dues paying members and serving our 
chapter on project committees, nature 
preserve caretaker committees or doing 
other needed tasks. 

Landowners desirous of preserving 
their natural acres may also be eager to 
learn about our land conservation work. 

Each of us must help spread the word. 
Tell your friends and acquaintances about 
The Nature Conservancy. If you need 
literature, send a self addressed envelope 
to me at our office, 151 Brookdale Road, 
Stamford, Conn. 06903 and I will be happy 
to send it to you. 

Best regards, 


Bill De Sousa 


Cottrell Marsh 
Is Nearing Goal 


A balance of $1683 still remains to be 
raised to complete purchase of Cottrell 
Marsh in Mystic. 

Contributions have been made by the 
following donors since the last issue of The 
Oak Leaf: 


Mr. William J. Alford 

Mr. Gary Brewster 

Mr. and Mrs. Frances’ E. Calhoun 
Mr. and Mrs. John G. Fleming 
Mrs. James L. Goodwin 

Mr. Paul G. Howes 

Mr. and Mrs. D.S. Ingraham 

Mr. and Mrs. Donald J. Jordan 
Mr. John H. Kelly 


~a@Mr. and Mrs. John Kirkpatrick 
Wri er 


. James A.K. Marshall 
Mr. Russell B. Miller 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas H. Rogers 
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce W. Sullivan 
Mrs, Frances M. Webb 
Mrs.:Edward P. Williams 


Is this country going to be America the 
Beautiful or God’s own junkyard? 


— The New York Times 


LAND SAVERS including mayors of two cities join in preserving as a heritage 40 beautiful 
acres, to become the Harry C. Barnes Nature Center, Bristol. Inspecting title deed to land 
transferred from City of New Britain are: (from left) Bristol Mayor J. Harwood Norton, 
New Britain Mayor Paul Montafort, Robert Allaire, president, Barnes Memorial Nature 
Center; Philip Smith, vice-chairman, Connecticut Chapter, The Nature Conservancy. 


— Photo, courtesy Bristol Press 


Barnes Memorial 
Preserve Acquired 


One of the last remaining natural areas 
in the city of Bristol will be saved “‘for all : 
..forever...’’ as a fund raising brochure 
issued by -the Women’s Service 
Organization of Bristol and the Greater 
Bristol Development Foundation says. 
They have asked The Nature Conservancy 
to take title to a 40-acre tract after its 
purchase from the City of New Britain. 

It is called the Harry C. Barnes 
Memorial Preserve. Mrs. Harry C. 
Barnes pledged $50,000 of the $125,000 goal 
on a matching fund basis. The Nature 
Conservancy will retain title to 36 acres 
and deed back four acres to the newly 
incorporated Harry C. Barnes Memorial 
Nature Center including a building. The 
Nature Center in turn will become the 
custodian of the Conservancy’s Preserve. 
The building will be used as a meeting 
place for adults, students and other youth 
groups interested in nature study. The 
sponsoring organizations also plan for 
lectures, a library and natural history 
exhibits. 


THE HARRY C. BARNES 
Memorial Preserve and Nature Center 


Each natural, untouched area that we 
put aside now is a gift to our children and 
our children’s children . . . The most 
beautiful legacy we can leave. 


— The Nature Conservancy 
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Trustees Thank 
Mrs. Bowers 
For Editorship 


The Officers and Trustees of the Con- 
necticut Chapter have expressed the 
Sincere thanks of the Chapter to Mrs. 
Richard Bowers for her excellent work as 
editor of The Oak Leaf. Mrs. Bowers is one 
of our most devoted conservationists. Due 
to the press of other commitments. she 
has asked to be relieved of Oak Leaf 
duties. 

Beginning with this issue, Mr. and Mrs. 
Newell Rogers will edit The Oak Leaf. 
Newell and Alice are active -in con- 
servation work. Mrs. Rogers is a trustee 
of the White Memorial Foundation and 
editor of its newsletter. The Rogers will 
welcome material for inclusion in The Oak 
Leaf and suggestions for its presentation. 

As you see, our newsletter has ‘“‘grown a 
new leaf pattern.’”’ We hope that it will 
prove to be worthy of the Connecticut 
Chapter and be readable and interesting 
to members. 


Hubbard Preserve 
Is Given to Chapter 


The Connecticut Chapter of The Nature 
Conservancy has been given 2.208 acres of 
land in Greenwich. 

G. William De Sousa, Chapter Chair- 
man, announced that the land is a gift of 
Mrs. Virginia D. Horne, and will be known 
as The Chauncey Keep Hubbard Nature 
Preserve. 

The preserve is located near Weaver 
Street, and consists of former farm and 
orchard land that has reverted to northern 
hardwoods. A rock ridge crosses the 
property and a stream flows through a 
swamp on the eastern border. Many 
species of birds and other animals are 
present in the area. 


The thing that is missing is love, some 
feeling for as well as understanding of the 
inclusive community of rocks and soils, 
plants and animals, of which we are a 


part. 
— Joseph Wood Krutch 


National Office: 


Chapter Chairman: 


1522 K Street, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20005 


G. William De Sousa 
21 Silver Brook Road 
Westport, Conn. 06880 


Decals, Patches Availal Je 


Oak Leaf Decals for 25 cents each 
and Oak Leaf Jacket Patches for 
$1.00 may be ordered from the 
Chapter Office, 151 Brookdale Road, 
Stamford, 06903. Self addressed 
envelopes appreciated. 
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Greenwich Cove: 
Every Bit Helps 


Mrs. Barbara Ferris Van Liew, Mrs. 
Jean Ferris Anderson and H.H. Ferris, 
Jr., have added a forty-foot wide strip of 
tidal wetlands to the ‘‘Edna and Herbert 
Ferris Gift’? which they gave to The 
Conservancy previously. 

Because of the crucial need to preserve 
our wetlands, the continuing growth of our 
Greenwich Cove Project is most en- 
couraging. 

There are none happy in the world but 
beings who enjoy fully a vast horizon. 


— Thoreau 


The Market and the Marsh: 
Need for a Capital Gains Tax? 


(Editor’s Note: Due to its timeliness and 
relevance to the Connecticut shoreline, we 
are reprinting it from the ‘‘Nature Con: 
servancy News,’’ which republished it 
from ‘‘Audubon.”’ 

Since the market cannot properly value 
the marsh, we need to recognize that only 
joint community action in buying the 
marsh for preservation can safeguard the 
interest all of us have in this area’s many 
contributions. : 

A marsh indeed has many values and 
only a few drawbacks. A few people object 
to the odor of mud flats (I think it a good, 
earthy scent if pollution has not in- 
terfered), and the upper edge of the marsh 
may produce’ mosquitoes if unattended. 

But the marsh is the essential food 
factory of allour northern temperate zone 
estuaries, on which depend about two- 
thirds of all our marine food and sport fish 
and shellfish. 

It is a delightful landscape and is the 
essential support of many bird species, 
several of which would be exterminated 
by the disappearance of marshes. The 
marshes are thus important biological, 
scientific, and recreational areas — and 
they are increasingly valuable open 
spaces. 

It is wrong therefore to say that 
“economic’’ considerations cause us to 
sacrifice these areas; it is individual 
fiscal considerations that prevail. 

Since the problem is not economical, it 
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Any material published in this Newsletter may 
be reprinted without permission; credit would 
be appreciated. 


The Editor invites any comments concerning, 
or articles for the Chapter Newsletter. 


must be political. Unfortunately, 
“politics,” which should be the art of 
meeting community needs by rounding 
out the imperfections of the market 
system and compromising our conflicts of 
interest, is too often degradéd to a sort of 
“horse trading’ for personal favors and 
financial advantages among shortsighted 
men who don’t deserve to be called 
community leaders. 

We have now come to a basic assump- 
tion of democracy: can free people help 
one another understand their best self- 
interest and share in governing their 
community so as to make it a pleasant 
place to live? We boast of our democracy, 
but we have not yet learned to make it 
work. The environmental degradation 
that threatens to destroy us is all too plain 
a proof of our failure. 

I suggest, therefore, .. . that we stop 
wringing our hands and insist that capital 
gains on land be fully taxed and that the 
federal government. . . stop subsidizing 
landscape changes that private citizens 
are now all too well-equipped to make for 
themselves. 

A proper tax on these capital gains will 
Slow down land destruction, lower land 
prices, and provide enough tax income to 
enable communities and other govern- 
mental units to buy sensitive areas and 
give them the protection they must have if 
they are to continue making life livable on 
this planet. 


Box 26, 
Warren, Conn. 06754 


